
2021 Fall Training Symposium Agenda 

 

 

 

Friday, October 08, 2021  
7:30AM to 3:30PM 
 
HOST: 
Virginia State Police Training Academy 
7700 Midlothian Turnpike, North Chesterfield VA 

 

*LIMITED TO A LAW ENFORCEMENT ONLY AUDIENCE 

  Threat Analytics 
Classroom 335 

Major Crimes Analysis 
 Classroom 106 

07:30 – 08:15 Registration, Coffee & Networking 

08:20 – 08:30 Welcome & Business Meeting  

08:45 – 09:45 
Threat Assessments – What you Need to Know* 

2LT Thomas Harrington.  
Fairfax County PD (VA) 

The Analyst’s Role in Special Events* 

Megan Cruz and Karrie Toland 
Richmond City PD (VA) 

10:00 – 11:00 

 Smokey & the Cyber Bandit: The Cyber Threat 

Landscape for Local Law Enforcement  * 

  Christopher Cruz 
 Office of the Secretary of Public Safety & Homeland Security 

(VA) 

25 to Life: A 6 Hour Journey to Murder* 

Kristen Lottman 
Mesa City PD (AZ) 

11:00 – 11:45 Lunch 

11:45-12:45 Crime Analysis Jeopardy! (Classroom 106) 

13:00 – 15:00 
How Crime Analysis Helped Identify America’s Most Prolific Serial Killer* 

Christine Palazzolo and Angela Williamson 
Federal Bureau of Investigation (VA) 

15:15 – 15:30 Closing Remarks & Winners Announcements 



 

 

*LIMITED TO A LAW ENFORCEMENT ONLY AUDIENCE 

08:45 -09:45 

Threat Assessments – What You Need to Know*:  The Criminal Intelligence Unit is responsible for following up on Active Violence 

Incident (AVI) reports.  AVI is the terminology utilize by the Northern Virginia Mutual Aid Plan where the overriding objective is mass 

murder.  The most common reported AVI are threats toward the school system.  A major factor in AVI threat investigation is the ability 

to conduct comprehensive Risk/Threat Assessments. 

A risk assessment is an analysis of known factors at a given time that are used to identify potential elements of danger to a specific 

person, business, group, etc. The risk assessment is generally defined by three (3) categories; low, medium, and high. Each category 

bears particular elements including the defined target, propensity for violence, type of violence, time frame for nefarious action, 

demands, direct and indirect threats, ability to manifest the threats, and location of potential action. 

This presentation will outline the policies and procedures in place with the Fairfax County Police Department and in current use in the 

Northern Virginia region.   

The Analyst’s Role in Special Events*:  This presentation will review the tips, tricks, and lessons that the Analysts of the 

Richmond Police Department have learned over the past several years of assignments to a wide variety of Special Events and 

Law Enforcement Operations, to include the extended Civil Unrest during the summer of 2020. 

 
 

10:00-11:00 

Smokey & the Cyber Bandit: The Cyber Threat Landscape for Local Law Enforcement *:  Law enforcement agencies have a 

pivotal role to play at the intersection of public safety and cybersecurity. Yet we continue to see an increase in targeting of state 

and local law enforcement by malicious cyber actors, and a lack of investment in cybersecurity for SLTT public safety entities to 

ensure they can stay on mission and remain secure. The growing dependency on technology in the public safety space is 

creating new threats, new risks, and new attack vectors that may have significant impacts on daily operations and other 

response capabilities. This presentation will survey the cybersecurity threat landscape for local law enforcement entities, simplify 

the risks and attack methods they face, and offer actionable insights not only for improving individual security, but arriving at a 

better security culture agency-wide. 

25 to Life: A 6 Hour Journey to Murder*:  In May 2017, a man was beaten to death in front of his 12-year-old brother. Without any 

physical evidence left behind, it became clear that we would have to tell the story using information from Google and social media. This 

presentation provides an in-depth look at the investigation, in addition to addressing new skills that we had to acquire on-the-fly. 

Ultimately, three people travelled 6 hours with the intent of bringing harm to the victim. One plead guilty to 2nd degree murder and the 

other two were found guilty of 1st degree murder after jury trials. 

 
 

13:00-15:00 

How Crime Analysis Helped Identify America’s Most Prolific Serial Killer*: Samuel Little was originally arrested in 2013 based on 

DNA hits to three cold case homicides from the 1980s in Los Angeles, CA. It was suspected that Little had committed many other 

crimes, so FBI ViCAP was contacted to help identify similar cases. Representatives from ViCAP, DOJ, and the Texas Rangers then 

formed a collaboration to further investigate. During interviews, Little confessed to 93 murders between 1970 and 2005, when he spent 

nearly four decades driving across the United States as a transient. The team has already confirmed over half of Little's confessed 

murders, located numerous additional cases for corroboration, and established Little as America's most prolific serial killer. 

 


